Street Preacher’s Journal
THE SILENT SERMON
(Over the years, I’ve kept a file of sermon illustrations
and poems, here is a page from my file. — Duane)

A

member of a certain church, who
previously had been attending services
regularly, stopped going. After a few
weeks, the elderly pastor decided to
visit him.
It was a chilly evening. The pastor found
the man at home alone, sitting before a blazing
fire. Guessing the reason for his pastor’s visit,
the man welcomed him, led him to a comfortable
chair near the fireplace ... and waited.
The pastor made himself at home but said
nothing. In the silence, he contemplated the
dance of the flames around the burning logs.
After some minutes, he took the fire tongs,
carefully picked up a brightly burning ember and
placed it to one side of the hearth all alone, then
he sat back in his chair, still silent.
The host watched all this in quiet
contemplation. As the one lonely ember's flame
flickered and diminished, there was a momentary
glow and then its fire was no more. Soon it was
cold and dead.
Not a word had been spoken since the
initial greeting. The pastor glanced at his watch
and realized it was time to leave. He slowly
stood up, picked up the cold, dead ember and
placed it back in the middle of the fire.
Immediately it began to glow once more, with the
light and warmth of the burning coals around it.
As his host watched the ember spring to
life again, a tear ran down his cheek and he said,
“Thank you so much for your visit and especially
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for the fiery sermon. I will be back in church
next Sunday.”
May the spiritual embers of our spiritual
lives be glowing brightly each and every day!

!!!

Here’s what the Holy Scriptures have to say on this
topic (1 Corinthians 12:12-26)
12 For as the body is one and has many members, but
all the members of that one body, being many, are
one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or
Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been
made to drink into one Spirit. 14 For in fact the body
is not one member but many. 15 If the foot should
say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,”
is it therefore not of the body? 16 And if the ear
should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the
body,” is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole
body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the
whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 18
But now God has set the members, each one of them,
in the body just as He pleased. 19 And if they were all
one member, where would the body be? 20 But now
indeed there are many members, yet one body. 21
And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need
of you;” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no
need of you.” 22 No, much rather, those members of
the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. 23
And those members of the body which we think to be
less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor;
and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty,
24 but our presentable parts have no need. But God
composed the body, having given greater honor to
that part which lacks it, 25 that there should be no
schism in the body, but that the members should have
the same care for one another. 26 And if one member
suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one
member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.
Hands of Hope Ministries . PO Box 1949 . Hollywood CA 90078

